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         May 16, 2017 

 

Dear Sherman Court and Neighbors, 

 

First, I want to apologize for the misunderstanding that has come about concerning the 

farming practices, and specifically noxious weed control, on the land that Azure Farms 

operates.  We have every intention of living peaceably with all of our neighbors and certainly 

do not want to cause any of them any kind of harm.  In fact, the entire premise of our 

operation is in not doing harm, but instead supplying our customers with products that do not 

contain any harmful chemicals (or incomplete amino acids or carbohydrates) that would cause 

health issues such as cancer, diabetes, and auto-immune diseases.  In addition, we do not want 

to harm the soil by poisoning it with herbicides and nitrates that kill the soil microbiology and 

leach into the water supply contaminating wells, streams, and even the ocean causing harm to 

thousands of people currently as well as unborn future generations. 

 

As a first step, I would like this to be a formal request that all future communications 

concerning any operational issue (including but not limited to weeds) be directed to Azure 

Farms Inc. and not to the landlord, Ecclesia of Sinai.  Furthermore, any communication you 

have already received from the landlord should not have any bearing on the position or 

standing of Azure Farms in this matter, except that part of the lease agreement specifies that 

the farm is to be kept under organic management.  (The landlord is a church and responded 

initially in that capacity, and with the language and style one may expect of a religious body.) 

 

In the past we have tried to take the concerns of the weed department seriously and when 

notified have made every effort to keep noxious weeds from spreading seed.  The weed 

department has identified four weeds that they are concerned about on the Azure 

operation.  In looking at the state weeds department website all four of them are "B listed 

weeds" and three of them (Bindweed, Rush Skeletonweed, and Canada Thistle) are all 

"targeted for biocontrol" according to the ODA Noxious Weed Control Program.  Biocontrol 

is, in my opinion, one of the best ways to control weeds of all types and we would be happy to 

work with the weed department on identifying the very best biocontrols and the best way to 

use them for this particular climate.  In the past we have used biocontols on Canada Thistle 

but each time were asked by the weed department to get them down, which did in fact destroy 

the biological component so we don't know how well the biocontrol may have worked. 

 

Because of other important issues that had to be taken care of on the Dufur Farm, we were not 

able to devote as much attention these past two years to the fall deep cultivation as we had 
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intended, and that particular method seems to have the most visible positive results in 

controlling the weeds. Those things are done now and we now have a full-time farmer and 

organic land steward living on and present at the farm to keep a better eye on the situation, so 

in coming years this will be able to be attended to in a much better and more timely 

manner.  We will also be trying some new controls in coming years including the use of 

OMRI approved sprays such as acetic acid, Suppress, Weed Away, and Homeopathic Silicea 

in the appropriate situations.  We are also looking at procuring a CombCut weeder which will 

actually probably work better for weeds that are not noxious but should be a tool to keep 

down the spread of seed.   

 

In order to really go the extra mile and not leave any stone unturned in our quest for the very 

best weed control, we have retained the services of agricultural consultant David Knaus who 

has taught organic agribusiness at Willamette University, Pacific University and Clark 

College as well as consulted for some of the most progressive organic farms in the state.  We 

also will be working with Ed Peachey from USU on better biocontrol methods for the long 

term resolution of this issue. 

 

The current methods of control and a few in the works currently are a) covering small patches 

with landscaping fabric, b) citrus pulp mulch thickly spread over smaller patches, c) sea salt to 

create a dead zone around spreading patches to keep them contained, d) micronutrients like 

boron in an overdose.  Things like over heavy fertilization followed by deep cultivation in the 

late fall seem to work well on Canada Thistle and Skeleton Weed actually substantially 

thinning stands.  Then of course, if needed, close mowing or pasturing to keep seeds from 

forming and spreading. 

 

In the spirit of the law that is being cited, it states in part  ORS 569.400(1): "In all cases where 

the inspector undertakes to destroy or control noxious weeds, the most effective and practical 

method, in the judgment of the inspector, with least injury to the land or crops, shall be 

used."  I contend that any method that jeopardizes the organic certification of this farm will 

not cause the least injury to the farm.  As Dr. Benbrook a true expert on weeds wrote to the 

court, herbicides are not necessarily a long term solution to weed problems in general and 

noxious weeds in particular. 

 

We’re willing to work on controlling noxious weeds in any reasonable manner consistent with 

organic practices, but are not willing to use toxic herbicides (or allow others to use them on 

our behalf) since contaminating the property would create a huge and expensive liability. 

 

We certainly want to work with any of our neighbors to address any problem that may be 

being caused by blowing noxious weed seeds, or for that matter any weeds.  For the most part 

all of our neighbors have been kind and worked with us and for that we are grateful.  If a 

wider buffer is needed or if there are particular problem areas, we are more than happy to 

work out special arrangements with you.  We look forward to a harmonious working 

relationship with all of you in the future.  Above all, please have open communication directly 

with us. 

 

David Stelzer 

CEO, Azure Standard  

 

 

https://www.oregonlaws.org/ors/569.400

